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1) This form
submitted as
supporting
documentation of
(check all that
apply):

Unusual species  

If other, please
describe:

2) Species: Black-bellied Whistling Duck

3) Number of
birds:

1

4)
Age/Sex/Plumage:

unknown

5) Date: 5/10/18

6) Location
(include county):

Henry De Tonty Woods, Willow Springs US-IL (41.7046,-87.8971), Cook, US-IL

7) Observers: Kevin Stangler

8) Your name: Kevin Stangler

Street Address

Street Address
Line 2

City

State / Province /
Region

Postal / Zip Code

Country

10) Your e-mail
address:

11) Others
agreeing with the
identification:

12) Observers
NOT agreeing
with the
identification:

13) Description of
bird (size, shape,
proportions,
details of both
color and pattern
on head, back,

I've been an amateur bird watching for four years. I've really enjoyed tracking the
water foul that migrate through the Midwest particularly. I had never seen this bird
before but had studied the water foul sections of my birding app fairly extensively
and have been adding birds to my life list. I had a great look at this duck as it was
in Tomahawk Slough (https://www.google.com/maps/
place/Tomahawk+Slough/@41.7049667,-87.902 6398,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Tomahawk+Slough/@41.7049667,-87.9026398,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x880e4656ed21f19b:0x90fcf996d15d54b
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chin, throat,
breast, flanks,
wings, undertail,
and tail, etc.;
coloration of soft
parts: bill, legs,
and feet) include
only details
actually seen in
the field :

3m4!1s0x880e4656ed21f19b:0x90fcf996d15d54b! 8m2!3d41.7051512!4d-87.
9012977) which has a trail all around. Once I was at/ near the shore I was around
100 ft from it and also had binoculars. I wish I had taken a better picture. The
reddish color of the beak really stood out. The darker brown strip down the top of
it's head was also a unique marking that helped me identify the bird. At one point it
even left the water and got on top of a downed tree in the water and I was able to
see the under belly where I could the black portion of the belly even. It seemed
pretty unmistakable and I feel confident that it is properly ID-ed.

14) Description of
behavior:

It was by itself staying near the shore and as I got closer it kept itself at a distance.
I wanted to study it as I hadn't ever seen the species before so I stalked around
the slough as it swam around staying primarily near the center. At one point it
climbed on top of a downed tree that had branches sticking out but low to the
water and sat on it for I'd say 15 mins. before getting back in the water.

15) Description of
vocalizations:

Can't remember if I actually heard the bird make any vocalizations.

16) Description of
immediate and
surrounding
habitat(s):

A long slough wooded all the way around. It's in an area that see a very large
migration due to the surrounding forests, prairies, lakes, sloughs, quarries, and
rivers in the immediate area. There are around 20 Cook County Forest Preserves
all connected in this area.

17) Optical
equipment used
for observation
(type, power):

Wingspan 8x32

18) Distance/how
measured?

100 ft

19) Time of
observation:

02:00 pm

20) Total time of
observation:

45mins

21) Weather
conditions:

Can't remember the exact temp but my guess is in the 60's with the sun out with
slight cloud coverage.

22) Previous
experience with
this species and
similar species:

My first experience.

23) Please
eliminate other
similar species
and/or hybrids:

Wasn't Fulvous because the beak was so red.

24) Were photos
obtained?

Yes

25) If so, by
whom?

Took pics that day

26) Books and
illustrations
consulted and
advice received.
How did these
influence this
description?:

Audubon App with field guide. The duck looked picture perfect to the provided
pictures.

27) How long after
the observation
were field notes
recorded?

Same day

28) How long after 1 month 9 days

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Tomahawk+Slough/@41.7049667,-87.9026398,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x880e4656ed21f19b:0x90fcf996d15d54b
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the observation
was this form
completed?

29) Additional
remarks (URLs
can be entered
here):

The exact location: https://www.google.com/maps/place/Tomahawk+Slough/@41.
7049667,-87.9026 398,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x880e4656ed21f19b:
0x90fcf996d15d54b!8 m2!3d41.7051512!4d-87.9012977

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Tomahawk+Slough/@41.7049667,-87.9026398,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x880e4656ed21f19b:0x90fcf996d15d54b!8m2



