ILLINOIS SR
L ¥ TS o
BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.
l. Species S£A7Y — BAcked &util 2. Number of birds: cige pr_T)

MisSisSiipr] RIVER AT  7THE ‘
ocation Ac7en pam  (Be7e TiL. AND me. s'fogr) County: mApisen/ (ILL.)

4. Date: Fanvanpy 7, (9P Y 5. Time bird seen: /¢ . 3¢ A.p. to /0 0Q A.m,

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field):
— LARCE (HERRING Cutl 51260 ), 7HIEK —VECKED GULL WITH PInKISH LEGS,
A Yeciaw Bill /ww*f{ OAANEGESSTH —LED SPIT gnf CeWEHK MANDIBLE )JA-!V’D YELLEWISH
EYES « WHITE  HEAD |, TAIL  AIVD UNDERPAXKTT , HEAD HEAVILY STrEAKED WJIiTH
BRepun] [WinTeR PLUMAGCE )

—— PARK CAAY BAC AND \NINES \WITH BLACK WING 7T/A5 A0 VEAY [FHCAD
WHITE TAAILING EOGE (VIJIBLE AT GHREAT DITANCE N FLICHT ). WHITE BAND o
SEPARATING EANT MANTLE FREM BLACK \WinNG TiP VISiBLE (N eNE INSTANCE
onS UNODERSIDE o6F WINGE WHEN WINET HELD MOMENTAIILY /N (c‘VEﬁd)

7. Description of voice, if heard: .2

8. Description of behavior: greavinve— | pryinve . Frren/c-
7 7

9. Habitat - general: LAAGE (NLAND WATERWAY
specific: A E£A Locik & DAM

0. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain:
THE LANCE TRALLING EDCE AND wWHITE BAND N THE WING TIPA ClEApLy
(EFARATE THE SLaTY = BatKED GUil FREM ALL ETHER GULLT . LEVER BLALK ™
BACKED Guti HAS VELLEN LEGS (ADULT ) HERAING ANe wESTERN EUiis (ADULT
ALSO LACK DIACNISTIC WING MARKINGT ((HERLING HAT PALE ERAY MANTLE ),

l. Distance (how measured)? 12, Optical equipment:
/80 YarDs (VisVAL ESTIMATE ) 20— 45X SECapE
3. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):
SUNNY BRICHT CieHT N BiRD anve BEHIND QBIEpMVER
+. Previous experiencé with this species and similarly appearing specjes:
NC PREVICYS EXPERIENCE WwWiTH SLATY - BACKED R WESTER

aﬁ/f SICHTING 6 F ADULT  LESTEM BLAack — BackeED
Other observers:

Pec WALSH , KesH Mmenapy
). Did the others agree with your identification?

Yes
'. Other observers who independently identified this bird:
MANY CHICAED & CENTRAL ZULLINTL LARE [Birp ALERATS

}« Books, illustrations and advice rconsulted, and how did these influence this description:
NATISVA L  CECCRAPHIC Se<lETY S — Firecp GUIPE Ty THE BIAPS (F NoRTH AMEAICA

AvouB N SCCIETY T — MASTER GUipE 7o BilDING BoTH BeokS
CONFIRMED S1eHTIN &

. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description?
THE WNIleHT 6 Tan, 7

.l y
] 4 i

(over)




HALF — ccCkED Pcsirren (u-/m/a- TP v H LICHTER — ANT BELEACK —
e UnPEVLSIPE ) 3 WHITE MARKINGS ALIE VIIiBe&E onf TTPSIPE
6F WING , BUT A  canvinCing- TBAND cF  WHITE  WAS OIFFe VLT

o see { THE GULL wAs UswALLY FLeaTING  oN wATEK  TH

WINGS  FOLPED ) ;





