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Due to the pressures of leaving this week for s long trip,
I prepared this documentation based on our observations through

Jan, 5,

On Jan. 6 the gull was relocated at ilton Dasm, and from
Jan, 6-8 was studied by numerous observers under various conditions.
¥any saw the bird for an extended time, swimming, flapping and
in flight, at 100-200 yds. in ideal 1light.

Additional comments based on my subsequent observations:

The swimming bird seemed quite distinctly larger than Berring
Gulls, but smaller than Glaucous by direct (same scope view) comparison
with both species. The heavy head, neck and chest gave it a front-
heavy appearance, and this plus the long, thick bill made the bird
aprear somewhat like a small albatross. This thought was expressed
independently by :ill Rudden, Zarbkara Spencer (KY) and me.

In flicht there was noticeable white on the leading wing edge,
very much as in the photo in the Aud. Master Guide.

All points mentioned in my documentation of the wing patterhing
were reinforced and seen repeatedly, above and below.

Total observers through Jan. 8 : 200+ from 15 states.
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Srecies: Slaty-backed Gull (Larus schistisarus), one adult

Le

Date: Deec. 31, 1983. (%
i

Tirme:

ation: 3t. Louis ares. VYississipri River, neszr I-270-bricre and
C*cin o' Roecks. On both liscouri and Ill, i]es of river.
‘zst studv from St. Louis City waterworks on MHissouri side.

ound Dec, 20 and seen again 23,
26 a2nd 30 but not '1 31.) Stiil present Jan, 1, 2, 3,
L, 5 (until 10 AM)

Studied from about 10:30 Ak to 12 nocn. 5Seen at varying distanlces
of f and on until § PM,

Zouipment: 8xL0 Teitz binoculars, 20-45x Bushnell zoom scorpe

Dis

Lig

ht: Overcast. Obscured sun te eour right. Ligh

stance: about 125 yards, estimated.

L

adequate to good.

Observers: On 12/21 careful close study rade by till Rudden, Ron Goetz,

Fhoebe Sretsinger, Dick Anderscon, Dave dJones.,

ho had at lesst a briel or reasonaiy

Cbservers cn subsequent days w ri
g ot and a lentthy =core study of tre

sgtwsPPcboww view of win;
‘?

distant standing bird)

Jan. 1 : Carmen ratterson (St. Loui
Dave Xkohlen (Springfield,
Dick 3Sandburg (Decatur, 711
Tom }clean (J11.)
Jim Landing (Chicago)
Richard Iis
Denny Jones } (I11.)
Leroy Harrison

ITouise Augustine (I11
Tim rarksdale (Coclumb

Chris Hobbs (Kansas City, #o.)
Jan, L1t  Eruce PEterjohn} (Chio)

John Pogacnik
Vernon Kleen (I11,)

Through Jan 5 the bird was seen bynerly 100 peovrle from 5 states.



sabhier: Conditions just vrior to the initial sirhting of the bird
cn Dec, 20 should be mentiocned, A stroeng cold front nit 5t. Iouir
on Dec., 16 h strong nortbwest winds. Terrersturss the next
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~ D

need well below 0° with rec 1173 o7 59-60°
iitions make the arnearance of an Asian-4laskan
ibl

below. e i
eem not too outrareously imnossi

1 L
several days vl

g 0
vegrant s

Lehavior: The gull in question wes consistently with Herring (ur to
several hundred) and occasionszl (Glaucous and Thayer's Culls,
It sat on ths ice of the Fississivrpi River with the other gfulls,
sonetimes swiriming in the water. It flew with 211 the gulls when
eagles periodically rvassed over, circled with them arnd coften
returned to the same area of Jce,

The bird did rnot seem to feed in the Chain o' Rocks rerids

where many of the others did. From Dec. 31 ¢n it seemed to have

a nattern of resting on the ice noeost of the rorning, lezving

around noon to fly far downriver (essentially alcne), v robsbly to
feed, and returning to its resting place by early afternoon, It
did not seem aggressive tcward tie other gulls, nor was it harassed
by then.

Tre best views weres obtesined when the bird in preening would
stretch out a wing, or best of all, stretch both wings up over
its back, heolding ther mementarily fully srnread. The gull was hard
to follew in flight in the milling rack, and even when flying
elone not rmuch detaiil could be seen on the wing rattern excert
the wide white trailing edge on the very dark wing It never flew
close to the observers for really good flirht vie
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Description: A large gull with dark slate-gray mantle and contrasting
black wingtips was found sitting on the ice near the edge of the river
with Herring Gulls and one first-winter Glaucous, 1t aprearead
essentially the size of a Herrine Gull, marginally larger than rost

lerrinrs but distinctly smallsr thzn the Glaucous standinr next to
it. The hread, neck and chest seemed more massive and bhlky than

L
than tne Herrings near it. The {~rehead was slored snd the crown
very flat, ccring to a2 sharp angle on the rear crown,

The mantle color (dark slate-gray ) looked darier (less contrast
iith the blscek wingtivs) than tiat of a Lesser ilack-baclked Cull,
cne of which was stuaied ot Lake Carlyle, 111. on 12/17 by {udden,
Anderson and ne. At =ny great distance the whole wing apprearsd
guite uniformly blackish, but closer views showed definite contrast
ol the dark gray mantle with the blacker wingtips. The mantle
color seemed to e a2t lsast as dark snd probably darker than ths
southern race of the Jestern Gull (Larus occidentalis wyrmzni) ard
Yellow-footed (Gull (Larus livens), which I studied st San Dies;o &nd
the Salton 3ea respectively this rnast Sept.

Tre bill was yellow with a lzrre r=d srot, rougkly round in
shape, on the lcocwer randible 2t the ponys. The bill wes obvicusly
longer and sormewhat deerer tThan the Herrings next to it, bnt not



swollern ¢r bulbous on the distel wart 4s in a typical Jestern.,
IL& mouth lining was pinkish, seen gs the blrd pawned.

The eye was a clear, very rpale yellow. The orbital ring seered
dark, but no eolor was rerceived. gsither dasrk featrering arcund
the eye or a heavy dark orbital ring gave a dark eye-ring eflect,

glmoet like mascars make-up.

The tead a2nd neck were heavily strealked brownish. A dsr™
ctreal erytended back and upward from the rear of the eye (rather
as vertrayed in A Field Guide to the Tirds of Japan, r.Lg, but
snrled rore unwards from the rear of the eye,) Streaking was
hezvy on crown and especially hesvy on back of neck, but also
extznded te front of neck and terminated in a V on upper breast.
Cverall this gave a brown-hooded effect comparable in extent
to a heavily strealred Herring Gull, but browner in tone, less gray
than *n Herrings.

ne legs and feet were a desp, bright pink, more intense
than the uvusual Herring Gull, thourh there were occasionzl Ferrings
present that showed commarable leg color. The set seemead 2
particularly bright reddishk-pink.

The folded primaries on the sitting bird showed a row of five
separate white tips, the innerrmost bein rartly obscured by the
tértial crescent. The bird showed 2 white scapular crescent typical

5
of many adult sulls and a very wide wwite tertial crsscent,
noticeably wider than on nearoy rerrings There was a narrow
white line visible where the secondary tips protruded below the
greater coverts. The white areas on the sitting bird arveared
exactly as in the photo on p. 190 of Roberson's Rare :irds of the
dest Coast.

The ta2il wss entirely white. The folded wingtips extended
very slightly past the end of the tail.

n from acove and below tlhie very wide white trgiling
edre to the winf was striting and cbvious., This is shown well in
tre Aud. Soc. .‘sster Ouide to “irding, Vol. 2, p. 67, and in
Armstrong, Tirds of Alaska (1980) p. 160, The flirht feathers
frcm below were rray, becoming dsrker (but not black) toward the

outer vrimaries,.

Frimary vatterning: This provided the best eclue to the bird's
ide uulty; and we concentrated our efforts on being absclutely
sure of the significent festures, both from above asnd below. The
bird stretched its wings in a leisurely fashion several timnes,

at various angles, and finally held both wings up simultaneously
for a satisfying several seconds, so that the urperside of the fs
wing and the underside cof the near wing were visible at the sane
tirme., (This performance was repeated on Jdan, 1 for the many
observers present, thourh at a much rrezter distance). wWe wers
sble to observe and agree upon tie following patterning. (Frimaries
numbered inward, with #1 as the outeri1ost.):

F ;
A11 mrimaries

a
Prirmary #1 showed a subterrinal long white mirror, serprp?eu
& - black ur Tr irvor could be
from the white tip by a narrow blsack ea, [pis



Corm

sten from above on the exterde ! C
of the far wing as the bird stcwd with wines feldzd,
Frimary #2 sppeared all black white tip.

(Fesgitle snall mirror noted fron Lel ow

Frimaries #23-7 suo.»le'J subterrinsl elonfated white spots on
the inner webs, with the spot on “3 being furthest from the tip,
nd the spots on the succeeding primaries gradually arproaching

5
the white tips. The spots on #6 and 7 were partially or wholly
joined to the white tips, forming a large, irregularly -shzared
white dreas,

nd, or line of white spots

The effe ct was of a brcken wnite b=
rother 1like g short string of vearls cq“ving inward from the
white tPFillnE eage inte the black of the primaries. This was
well seen on the underwing because of the locstion of thess
subterninal spoets on the inner webs of the vrimaries, The
prrimeries have to be well gpread to show this feature from above.
4 couple of times we Lad a2 view of the upperwing only partly
extended, so that this feature apreared ss a row of narrow write
slits,
ents:

s a unigue and diagnostic wing rattern, and is avwrarently
varisble in extent. It was rore obvieus on our bird than in

the two photos we lhave available (Aud. 'aster Guide, Vol.Z2,

a

either of th

p. €7; Lirds of Alaska, p. 1€60). According to Earry Lalch, some
3leoty-bacled }1175 do rnict show this feature at a2ll, Earrison
(Seabirds, r. 34l;, under SS) mentions the narrow, :niisulnct
whitish band scross the primaries, wihich is rortrayed in exarger-
ated fashion on Plate 57,

(p. 154) illustrates the pattern
ke number of primaries involved in
aration is very like our bird,

bit toe far from the tips--
did not curve inward guite
mantle is ruch too pale on the plate.

Tne wation~l Geofraphic (mid
as seen on our bird very well,
the white spotting and the confi
bt the outer two white spots =r
i.e., the line of spots on cur b
so sharply. Also the gray of th

@ =D ™M@

For some uneXxplaired reason (lighting, exrosure?) the rantle
ecolor in the photo in Birds of Alaska (p. 160) 21s0 arrvears

much too pale, The Audubon lHaster Guide photo (Vol. 2, p. €7)
shows the color szccurstely,., oth Roberson (Rare Zirds ol the

iest Coast, p. 191) and Harrison (3ezbirds, 1. Bhw) state that the

mantle color of 8laty-backed Gull is oll{htl darker than the

dzrkest race of Western Gull (L. o. wymani), I saw two seccncé-

vear Slaty-backed Gulls dn St. Lawrence Island, Alzske in June '81

ﬂra noted the back color of trose birds to be 2 very darit blaclkish-

eray. The mantle ccolor of ~ur bird therefore seems consistent with
1

&=

what we know to be the color of Slaty-backed Gu



I'ie onl of our vbird which is not well describ=zd in our
svallzble s the heavy hesd and neck streaking. llarrison
(qeabiﬂes, | avs nead Of_d]hb?r a?ﬁlt is “}%5‘?1? g@fﬁi’eq
(ray—nroun, heavisst on nape and hindneck". Trne Field Guide to

~irds of Japesn (p. £9) shows brown winter head streaking, but to a
less,r extent than on our bird. Larry Bzlch discussed the detalls
of cur bird with Thede Toblsh (Alaska), and the head streasking seerns
consistent with his experience. Xone of the Chicapo Kat. History
lmseum skin photcocs shown us by Larry I'eavier were of winter adults.
Consideration of other snpeciest

n, Ron Goetz znd I spent 10 days ruzzling over the

3111 Rudden,
rossible identity of this bird snd researching the available
sources, Rudden saw the bird alone con Dec., 20 and 23, well encugh
to establish size, riantle coloration, leg color s2nd heavy head
streaking., Rudden, Tim Darksdale (Columbia, *o.) snd Faul BLauser
(St. Louis) saw the bird bathing and in flieht on Dec, 26, but were
unable to get a definitive description of the winrtipr. 0On Dec. 30
Rudden (alone) definitely esteblished that there was one long
cn the outermost rrimary. Previously he had expressed to us
thoupht he had seen a2 row of subterminal white speots on the underwing.
From T:111's verbal description of the bird (Ron and I aid not see it
until Dec, 21) the three cf us had vretty much elirinated the followinf:

=i

Great Tlacl-backed Gull: From the first signting it was obvious
thzt the bird was not a norrsel Great .lack-back, since they are
much larger than Herrings and the head is easentlally unistreaked
in winter, The mirror rattern on the oltel two rrimaries ol this
species 1s distinctive, and EIWS feature was definitely ruled

out on Dec, 30, The rantle-wingtip colorxt’or of this svecies

is alsoc rore uniformly blacizish.

Lesser tlack-bsclced Gull: Zoth races show yellow legs in the
adult, and the tird is generally smaller than Eerrings.

Larus fuscus graellsii has a paler mantle than our bird, and in

L. f. fuscus with the dsrker rantle the "head remains more or less
white" in winter (Harrison, 3eabirds p. 3l:1).

Westvern Gull: This was our most serious corsiderasticon and we set

out te find the bird on the 31st with this preosesibility in mind.

(American Rirds Serpt. 82 r». 899 has an article by Charles Duncan
ould be useful 8

on #destern Gull in Alsbama and Flerida which wou
Qealin; with possible out-of-rance .esterns.)

The darlr rmantle color and rale yellow eye (definitely established
Dec, 26) rade the scuthern race (wyﬁanl) the 1ikelier candidate,
but the hesd of thi is virtuslly unstreaked in winter .
(;’cCaskie, Wester ol. Th, Fe. 2, 1983, ¢, 89, 94 Harrisen,
p. 342, P1., 57)

Torthern bi e 1lipghter rantle that show dense head
strealzing are c ominate Jestern X Glaucous-winged hybrics.
(;icCasitie ». 89 Fly 57)-

Trhe very he realting of ocur bird really secered
inccrsistenf wi e! WJestern Gull,
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1. a, vagase,

mantied than
smithsonianus ( ‘ 't is
mantled than blutg-hBCVSQ erson, p.
I had field exrerience with this race on
June '81, and also feel 1.5
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Eybrids: Rudden's initiel cormments about
mentiorned the possibility of hybrid, sinc
to fit any dark-mantled gull with which h

Armericen firds ¥eov., 79 p. 838 has an
describing presumed hybrids of Herring an
We read this horing to find tie solution
find that the typical case has a lighter
Black-back, very little or no head streal
Other possible hybrid combinstions could
but, and we felt we might have te settle
unknown hybrid as a solution.,

Jde had considered Slaty-backed as a very
because the bird by Dec. 30 seemed to
what to look for in the wing ratterning.
ature convincingly, it very ob"-ously exclu
and races on this roint alone, The wing natt
21l immediately on the identification of the

Gull, and then of course size and mantle colo
bright pink legs. The head etreaiing was at

with what we knew, and later informaticn from
“alch seems to confirm that also. We hope to

winter Bafults (if thers are any) in
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Herring Gul
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the bird (Dec. 20)
e the bird did not seen
e was familiar,
article by Roger PEoxall
d Great Llack-backed,
to our dilerma, only
mantle than a Lesser

to

king and very rele legs.

certainly not be ruled
cn en undescribed or

remote possibility,

be nothing else, sc we
Jhen we finally saw

ded all

erning is what sold us

bird as a Slaty-backed
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