
 

 

IORC EVALUATION FORM 

Record #: 2012-057 

Name of bird form: Barnacle Goose 

Committee member name: Fraker 

Date of review: 3/30/19 

Circulation number: 1st 

Vote: A-E(photo); A-S 

Comments: [required as this is a potential 1st state record] 

 

I like the timing; flock mix; and thorough documentation of wild vs. escapee. I feel that of 
the records which we have assessed for this species, this is the one that has sold me 
the hardest. 

  



IORC EVALUATION FORM 

Record #: 2012-057 

Name of bird form: Barnacle Goose 

Committee member name: Davida Kalina 

Date of review: 15 April 2019 

Circulation number: 1st 

Vote: A-S(1) 

Comments: [required as this is a potential 1st state record] 

 

While the submitter’s photos are consistent with Barnacle Goose, the written description 
makes a compelling case for a wild vagrant individual (date of sighting, apparently flying 
well, travelling with Cackling Geese, and having intact halluces (although the latter 
doesn’t prove wild origin, the lack of a hallux would strongly indicate captive origin)).  I 
am voting to accept this record. 

 

 

  



IORC EVALUATION FORM 

Record #: 2012-057 

Name of bird form: Barnacle Goose 

Committee member name: Walter Marcisz 

Date of review: 4-20-19 

Circulation number: 1st 

Vote: U-O 

Comments: [required as this is a potential 1st state record] 

When I became aware of the numerous and increasing records of Barnacle Geese in the northeast (with 
many states and provinces including these reports as naturally-occurring vagrants on official state and 
provincial checklists) my initial inclination was to believe that Barnacle Goose should also be added to the 
official Illinois state checklist. But after reading more on the subject, I have become decidedly more 
conservative in my approach to Barnacle Goose acceptance in Illinois. A few relevant quotes follow- 

Per Sherony (2008): “Extralimital reports of Barnacle Geese have been contentious because this species 
has been popular with wildfowl breeders, and escapes are well known.”  

Also per Sherony (2008): The greatest number of reports of Barnacle Geese for eastern North America 
comes from Québec. This province accounts for 24% of all eastern North American reports and 79% of all 
Canadian reports in NAB. Almost all come from the St. Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers. Ninety percent of 
these occur from Ottawa to Montreal along the Ottawa River and from Montreal to about 40 miles north of 
Québec City around the St. Lawrence River.” 

Per Burrell (2017), banding recoveries of Greenland Canada Geese as of 2014 are concentrated in 
southern Quebec, easternmost Ontario, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and the northeastern United States. 
If I am interpreting Burrell’s data correctly, none of these Greenland Canada Goose recoveries come from 
Illinois (and I believe my interpretation is validated by the map shown in Figure 4 on page 129 of Burrell’s 
2017 paper).  

Sherony (2008) mentions “A Barnacle Goose found in Storrs, Connecticut, on 4 December 2002 
associated with Canada Geese that had been banded in Greenland (NAB 56:155).” Burrell (2017) 
mentions an adult Barnacle Goose shot in Ontario in 2005 which had been banded as a juvenile in 
November 2004 on the Isle of Islay, Scotland, a well-documented wintering area for Greenland breeding 
Barnacle Geese, leaving absolutely no doubt that genuine vagrant Barnacle Geese have occurred in 
Ontario. On the other hand, as far as I am able to tell, neither Sherony, Burrell, nor anyone else has 
reported a Barnacle Goose banded in Greenland or in the Palearctic that has been recovered in Illinois, 
and without such confirming evidence I can’t help but feel that adding Barnacle Goose to the official 
Illinois checklist is mostly based on a hunch and little else. 

In my view, acceptance of any Illinois Barnacle Goose record by IORC must at minimum meet 2 basic 
requirements: 1) The bird or birds under consideration must be correctly identified to species; and 2) The 
bird or birds under consideration must be conclusively proven to be naturally-occurring wild vagrants (not 
escapes from captivity). 

I believe that the present record under consideration meets my 1st basic requirement, i.e. it has been 
correctly identified as a Barnacle Goose. But I do not believe that it meets my 2nd basic requirement, i.e. it 
has been conclusively proven to be naturally-occurring wild vagrant, and therefore I vote to reject. 

Literature cited:  

D.F. Sherony, "Greenland Geese in North America," Birding, vol. 40, no. 3, pp. 46-56, May-Jun 2008. 

M.V.A. Burrell, "The Case for Accepting Ontario Reports of Barnacle Goose," Ontario Birds, vol. 35, no. 3, 
pp. 122-136, Dec 2017  



IORC EVALUATION FORM 

Record #: 2012-057 

Name of bird form: Barnacle Goose 

Committee member name: Adam Sell 

Date of review: 4/23/19 

Circulation number: 1st 

Vote: A-S (Photo) 

Comments: Right time of year, in the right company, and a great discussion on IBF that 
essentially ruled out some of the major hang-ups for this being a potential captive bird.  
Based upon a review of literature, I believe many of these records to be possible 
examples of wild birds when an individual is seen at the right time of year, in the right 
habitat with Cackling Geese, and the observer takes the time to explain away possible 
concerns involving the individual potentially being of captive origin.  

 

 

  



IORC EVALUATION FORM 

Record #: 2012-057 

Name of bird form: Barnacle Goose 

Committee member name: Douglas Stotz 

Date of review: 27 May 2019 

Circulation number: 1st 

Vote: A-E(photo) 

Comments: [required as this is a potential 1st state record] 

 

Photos establish this bird as unquestionably a Barnacle Goose.  The issue is origin. I 
have concluded, based on increases in Greenland  and  corresponding increases in 
records in eastern United States and the treatment by other records committees, that 
Barnacle Geese with no obvious signs of captivity accompanying wild migratory geese 
at an appropriate time of year are best treated as wild birds.  This bird fits these criteria, 
so I accept it as a wild bird. 

  



IORC EVALUATION FORM 

Record #: 2012-057 

Name of bird form: Barnacle Goose 

Committee member name: Paul Sweet  

Date of review: 6/20/19 

Circulation number: 1st 

Vote: A-E(p) 

Comments: [required as this is a potential 1st state record]  

The observer clearly considered the question of origin, and the behavior and timing 
again fit what we would expect. Given the increase in the population that would be 
expected to end up here, the likelihood of valid records appears to be increasing as 
well. 

 

 

  



IORC EVALUATION FORM 

Record #: 2012-057 

Name of bird form: Barnacle Goose 

Committee member name: Geoffrey A. Williamson 

Date of review: 25 March 2019 

Circulation number: 1st 

Vote: A-E(photo) 

Comments: [required as this is a potential 1st state record] 

This is one of seven Barnacle Goose records circulating simultaneously through IORC. I 
am prefacing my comments in each of these records with the following statement.  

IORC prepared for this set of records by gathering information about prior 
records in the state, actions by records committees in neighboring states and the 
bases for those actions, and published literature about the status and distribution 
of the species. I had hoped that we would also have available a good amount of 
information about the status of Barnacle Goose in captivity in Illinois and nearby, 
the occurrence of escaped/released birds, and the kinds of behavior exhibited by 
escaped/released birds. However, in this latter domain our information base is 
still in my opinion not where it should be. The information bias is toward what to 
expect from wild birds and with less about what to expect from 
escaped/released/feral birds.  

We do know that released birds can move around over large areas. Consider the 
case of some Barnacle Geese in the east during late 1989 to 1991. McLaren 
(1991) describes two pairs of Barnacle Geese being released from a waterfowl 
collection near Grand Manan Island in New Brunswick in fall 1989. One of these 
pairs stayed near the release area, produced four young, and then disappeared 
in late summer 1990. In September 1990 two adult and four juvenile Barnacle 
Geese appeared at Cape Sable Island, Nova Scotia, presumably these same 
birds. Then, as told in Nikula (1991), six Barnacle Geese thought to be this same 
family group showed up in Osterville, Massachusetts during 18 January to 28 
February 1991. Sherony (2008) states that this group then wandered around the 
east until at least 1993, and perhaps until 2003. I know less about the local 
behavior of these birds, such as whether they associated with wild flocks of 
geese and moved with them into and out of areas, whether they were wary, and 
so on. My sense is that in this and other cases, birds that are 
escaped/released/feral can behave at least some of the time like wild birds. 

We also know via birds banded in Scotland and shot in Ontario (Burrell, 2017) 
that wild Barnacle Geese can make the journey from Europe to presumably 
Illinois. Thus, our situation is that even during the times of year when one might 
expect arrival in Illinois of wild Barnacle Geese to be plausible, the possibility that 
these are still escapee or feral birds exists.  



Having said this, I am going allow for a possible vote to accept in records in 
which (a) the time of year is reasonable for wild birds, (b) there was effort to 
examination for evidence of captivity that has a negative result, (c) the birds 
arrive with and leave with migratory species, generally geese, whose usual 
pathways align well with the presumed route for a wild bird coming from 
Greenland to North America.  

Now, for this record (2012-057).  

This bird is clearly a Barnacle Goose. It arrived with and left with a flock containing lots 
of Richardon’s Geese, and overall behaved like a wild bird. Photo #13 shows a hallux 
on the right foot and show the legs as both unbanded. 

This documentary evidence supports well the case for this to have a strong possibility 
for the bird being wild.  
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