/eC B /P95 024

Paul Clyne. Anhinges at Jackson Park, Chicage, 23 Apr 1995 - page 1 of 2

TWO ANHINGAS AT JACKSON PARK,
CHICAGO (COOK COUNTY), ILLINOIS,
28 APRIL 1995

| observed a flock of two g-plumaged Anhingas (Anringz enninga) n flight
at about 5900 South in Jackson Park, Chicago, on 22 April 199S. As far as | am
aware, this is the first record of this species for Cook County, and cnly the second
for northern Iinois. The first for northern 111inois was esteblished Just a week
previous, when a female wes found in DuPage County on 21 April (Fige Chicago
Audubon Society Bird Report).

| *atched the birds for about 4-6 seconds at sbout 08:15 as they ghided in
an east-southeast direction near Music Court Bridge, just south of the Museum of
Science and Industry. | initially noted them with full sun at my oack, and followed
their pessage until direct sun blinded my view | made a short run to try to
relocate them, but to no avail. They were gliding at & considerable height, but just
Close enough to ground to catch the attention of the neked eye and to allow
superficial aspects of shape and color to be determined under magnification.
Deteils were observed using Bausch & Lomb 10 x 40 binoculars.

Both birds wers sifmultaneously in view under binoculars, and | saw no
differences in size, shape, or patterning betwssn the two indiviguals.

Qverall, the birds sppeared to be ertifacts composed of several species
With which | em mors familiar. They were most reminiscent of Double-crested
Cormorant, but with (1) long, strongly squared tails, recalling the tail of Sharp-
shinned Hawk in shape and proportions; (2) heron-like yellow bills ettached to 8
narrow head/neck extension; and (3) rather long, bluntly pointea 'wings, perhaps
most 11ke the wing-shape assumed by Northern Harrier when cruising forward.
The wings were langer, narrower, and mors pointed than in Double-crested
Cormorant. The trailing adge of the wing was perpendicular to the bedy, while the
leading edgs showed a substantisl crook at the wrist. The wings were held flat
ana motionless, and the tails were unfanned throughout the brief time of
observation. The bills were pointed straight forwerd,

| judgea the birds to be similar in size to Double-crested Cormorant or
Americen Bittern, but, s the birds were soaring in open sky, no reliable measure
of size was available.

Color and petterning wers visible on the underperts only, and distance
allowed no more than gross patterning to be discerned. Foreparts (head and upper
breast), dingy whitish buff. Rest of underparts, wings and tail from below, gul)
black. The primaries ang seccndaries showed a somewhat silvery finish, creating
@ slight but nonetheless conspicuous contrast with the plain blsckish underwing
coverts; this wing pstterning was reminiscent of Turkey Vulture, @lthough not as
striking as in that speciss. Bill, yellow. Other sort parts not visible.

Immedietely on terminstion of the signting | tepe-recorded a full
dsscription of the birds, and then consulted the Mational Seagrephic Soclety Fiels
Gurde to trhe Birds of North Aimerica, 2nd ad. (1987). | found the illustration of
the scaring ¢ in that volume to be s striking match to the birds | had seen, with
minor differences: (1) the forsparts were paler (spproximately the color shown on
the fishing individusl in that volume, perhaps even paler): (2) the tails on the
Jackson Fark birds were less fanned, more squarzd: (3) since | was viswing the
birds directly rrom below, there was no visible crook in the neck; rather, the bills
éppesred simply to be attached to a narrow extension of undifferentisted head and
neck; end (4) the head/neck extension was somswhet 18ss than shown in the
Beogrephic guide, suggesting birds flying with slightly more retracted necks.

Note thst the Nstions] Geogrephic plete illustrates s contrast between
black wing-linings and more sflvery-gray flight festhers, 8s noted on the Jackson
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Fark birds, although | do not find this contrast explicitly stated in descriptions of
4. ankinga.

The combination of long, squarad tails with long, heran-like bills on an
Otherwise cormorant-like bird is consgnant only with the Anhingidaz Within this
Tamily, the combinetion of very pale foreperts (including the uppsr breest) end
otherwise black underparts is epparently unique to 4. enizga (Johnsgard 1993,
del Hoyo et al. 1992). Within 4. anrsrirge, \he basic patterning is consistent with
first spring birds of either sex, and otherwise of femeles {(Palmer 1962,
Cberholser 1974).

My previcus field sxperience with the Anhingidea is confined to one close
observation of & perched g-plumaged Arhinga in Costa Rica. | heve seen thousands
of Cormorants - mostly Doubls-cresteds, but seven species overall in my travels.

My identification to species was not instantaneous, but occurrad one or
two seconds into the sighting, while the birds were still under study. My point-
blank reaction on teking binoculars to the birds wes not one of potential
dentification, but rather, "What the hellz?i” Next came scrambled thoughts of
“herons” (prompted by the straight yellow bills) and "cormorants”, followed by
“Anhingas”. I spent the next half hour trying to dismiss "anhinga” before |
conceded that the observed detsils wers inconsistent with any other species.

The description was prepared the day of the sighting based on full details
tape-recorged Immedately after the sighting. Research eliminating other
members of Anhingidee was carried out the following cay.
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