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RTRNS: VERIFYING DOCUWITTATION 0% AT EXTRAORDTUARY STGHT RECORD

1, Species: Raird's Cparrow 2. Bumter: 1

3. Iocatién: Wooded ¥sland, Jackson Park, Chicago, T11.

L. Date: May 23, 1999 5. Time Rird Seen: 16:L5 AV, to

6. Description of size, shape, and color pattern~ giving diagnostic char-
acteristics, but includins only what actually was seen in the field,
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8. Behavior: Sitting on a bush in almost full view, before looking at the
Peterson Guide. The hird flew awny as I was looking at the book.

¢, Habitat - bushy arez .
- specific; outside the Fose Tarden on Wooded Island.

10. Similar species eliminated; Savannzh Sparrow, no yellowidk line above
the efe. Henslow Sparrow: no flatish head.

11, Nistance: ahout 30 feet, estimated. 12, Optics: Trinovid glasscs.

13, light: excellent.
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Dear Dals,

T thouzat I shoull wrrite to you abou* tie Daird's Sperrow Lefore I take
6-I to Jrnpllond For aowerth. T'I0 e wack wrieiir oo ot 4 200l md then in and

out of Ckhicazo all sumer.

I saw t:c pird at 12:45 a.a. on Tuesday 23 Lay outside the Rose Garden
on the Vooded Island 2t the S.3Z. correr facing tke bridse into tie park. I
instantly recognized it as a sparrow t:at was new to me. I am no expert on
sparrovs but I have seen nine of them tais spring, the light was excellent, the
range perfect at about tairty feet, and =y Trinovid glasses do all that can be
expected of them.

The bird was so siriking beczuse of its imaculatenes or trimness. Every
line and color seemed clear ard distinct. ilo wisny-viasay colors; overall color
greyish and I saw no brown on the .in_s. I should 2dd tiat I had (I think) three
good lecoks at tlhe oird, vhich wes sit.ing in o busk in wi.ost Full view, before
I looked at the Peterson Guide. The biré flew awvay as I was looxing at the book,

so everytaing I saw so prlzinly wus before I had the s ght.st idea of what the
sSparrow mignt be. : em

First, and most important, I saw tae broad yellowish crown stripe, flanked
by narrow dark or black stripes. Liy word was "yellowish" but Peterson's word,
"Ochre" is perfect. I double-checked on tuis stripe as I knew it would be crucial,
and coniirmed both its width and iits color. In one of my three "sightings" the
whole side of the bird's head and upier breast was vyellower than Peterson shows
it. A very distinct yellowish tiange, sou might say, to tiz front half of the bird.
In my other sightings the yellow was still noticeable but less prominent and
remarkable. I also saw the chain of streaks round the breast but digd not pay then
as much attention as I should have.

A point on waich Peterson does not reuark but/%Rich an observer familiar
with the sparrow might coxuent: behind the eye, at wﬁat looked like a centimeter
aviay (though it nust have been half that) was & soaall dark spot or dot. Tuis was
stinet in its ocure~ish baciigrousd :nd losked likze o cricial field noark.

aterson shows be aark as triasnsular but does nst ecall atiention o it. Ee also
c.i3 on page 287 (Guide, 1580 edition) that tre spot is precedel by a narrow

triangzular marking frem the eye. In spiteof the very clear lisht I did not

rotice this, and tic spot upseared to be isolated on tae side of tne face.
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Ones further observation. On2 Teature of the bi-d's neatpess Vas the
distinctrnes: of the white stripes on the bick. Petersor shows tiiem clearly
enouzh but (in that light, again) tzey vere brighter, freszer-looking, viorth
noting in tne Guide.

It seeus to me that, terfore rocourse to the Guide, I had seen all the
easvential point tie Zaird's sparrow, thouzh I did not note descrintions of
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vie v2il or legs., I dAid specifically noiice he turoat, ibhich was white or very
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pale grey. The bird did rot Lzve a flat head, thouzx I was not locking for
that. The bird uttered a phrase but, ulas, I couldn't hear it!

I do not expect tkhis observation to o ~C23pted by tl:2 records!
com.ivtea wit.uout confiraation irow otl.er bird-watchers; nax vould I apLroIva
its acceptance, and :a happy to ?ave it recorded =s "an unrelianle sizgiting
froa the eighties.” Ievcrtheleg, I un not going buck va waat I saw, waici vas
distinct 8nd not in the leasi uncertain. I shall record it as a Baird's Sparrow
in ny own life list, about which I am strictly honest. I might also point out
that I identified fifty-rive new species in Australia lass f111--211 common
encugh to Ausiralians but eacn of tihem 2 new chzllenge to .e.. I 120p8 you .uay
be able to forward a copy of this letter to ti:e appropriate authorities.

AfT2ctionately:
. M\—v\
John i, Wallace
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