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Ron Goetz
909 S. Gore Ave.
Webster Groves, MO 63119

29 March 1990
Town Peterson

Bird Division
Field Museum of Natural History
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Town:

Sorry for the delay in getting the Illinois Sdaﬁb Jay information to you.
I have enclosed copies of documentations by Robert Chapel, Elizabeth Chato, Joe
Milosevich, and Jim Landing, as well as a copy of the article on the bird by
Chapel and Chato. Notice that Landing apparently had November on his mind; substitute
September (9) for each of his uses of November (11). Also enclosed are two 8X10
prints of the only known photographs of the bird, taken by Joe Milosevich. You
are welcome to keep the documentations, but please return the photos to me.

As noted on the phone, anything you can tell us concerning the race and
age of the bird, the propensity for dispersal of the species/races, whether the
timing of the sighting is appropriate for a fall dispersal, and any other relevant
factors you can think of would be most appreciated. Just how far would a Scrub
Jay have to travel to get to Illinois and how does this distance compare to known
distances traveled by Scrub Jays? There apparently was some movement of Scrub
Jays noted in the fall of 1984 (see American Birds); are these dispersal flights
related to food availability, weather, population pressure, or does anyone know?
Also, do you know anything about the Canada record? (see Godfrey, Birds of Canada,
1986). What about the Kansas and Nebraska records (DeSante and Pyle, Distributional
Checklist of North American Birds)?

Your help on this matter is most appreciated and will be gratefully acknowledged
in the Committee's report.

Best wishes,

(in

Ron Goetz
Secretary
Illinois Ornithological Records Committee
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Ron Goetz
909 S. Gore Ave.
Webster Groves, MO 63119

31 May 1990
Town Peterson
Bird Division
Field Museum of Natural History
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Town:

Many thanks for all the information on Scrub Jay identification, populations,
and dispersals in relation to the Illinois record. I just wish you could tell
us with complete certainty whether we should accept the record for the official
state list!

After looking at the latest American Birds, I have one more question regarding
the race of the bird. Given a non-Florida bird, how reliable is the presence
or absence of a conspicuous white supercilium extending well behind the eye
as an indicator of whether the bird comes from California or the interior (see
Kaufman, American Birds 44:5-6)? The difference seems quite distinctive in
the handful of photos I've tracked down, but would it still work in a worn
bird? Would this make a difference for the Illinois record? None of the observers
mention this mark and I suspect it would have shown up in the better of the
two photos had it been as conspicuous as in some of the California birds.
Notice that this difference is not discussed (nor even illustrated very well)
in the National Geographic guide, which is what the observers were relying
on to place the bird to race. Let me know what you think.

I can understand your advice about Phillip's book -- I don't necessarily
mind unique opinions, but his vituperative rhetoric makes the book nearly unusable,
at least for an amateur such as myself. Also, I was amused that you referred
me to the 1957 A.0.U. Check-list; the sad fact is that it is such a useful
book that the Washington University Library's copy of it has apparently wandered
off, to my continual aggravation. I suppose I'll eventually have to break
down and try to find a copy at a used book store somewhere.

Thanks again for your assistance!
Sincerely,
Ron Goetz

Secretary
I1linois Ornithological Records Committee



FIELD MUSEUM

OF NATURAL HISTORY

/0 Jt:/y (990

)Qcm G{Je'}f
209 S. Gore Au.’, 3
(Jebster Groves, Mo 63119

Dear Qom ’g
T juer 30‘* baﬂl" i

\fou.:‘ P("Hef L-Jokﬂj"‘_ \or mve.

i e Secrnb J"L“f record, | Ca_f."]grnzm

TL‘ e 'e[ wne XS MG\PGQJ Mope PI‘OJ\OuﬂL¢ J
£ 1

' ol 61‘ el S QCINW\E‘A-S"
60")5‘, {?u” Dn.[;1 .,uke“ ujwf ‘O&‘L t+ o j of .p

a_ U(:’//‘U 56%‘\9»--; or R/fhuﬁ?’ 70N~

'Jt /9_55 Con Yrast

bW@sff—O c{AJ Cﬁh"lc)fﬂ'.“, "EJ’UJ )Q,u\_.a!
It was rlice fo lend A bond

| hovre
v wal c&a t
Am1 .\nf)l\/ cj - ._“ tL ;d R{ 6ecau)e 0
“ Dgﬁﬂ% eje "Il = ”L C}Qd ' a' * | /Z Uét-' Soas
w:?f,’. 'ﬁ\e (\1)}«4'&‘ b[u...i } 6“"' "L% f'?--??t wusually et

/
61\"?‘_{_ awt’#?’} A Qo= ch ﬂe(-‘_

ih )LW'V 5,!‘5!_? 8 i Ca ’rjqara o~ »
2K fs ene qL 1A p” .-Vs‘d'u,a—, Umﬁ\m,{T oA ﬁ,a.f’ i,
{ ¥ .—u/

Soety .
)éln% {}6{ yk,ﬁrf( i ; ‘
pieascz \e'{' ol L-mo‘,_; f I ca~ L€|{J ‘%krﬂ\z( M ‘T‘L'}

ar U‘Rﬂef Mmﬂe[s.

(,Jo.;-fd"ﬂ\‘{ 1‘6/7 0 A

gt"‘*( are {7.’
(T;w‘w\ ()gjzﬂ £534

ROOSEVELT ROAD AT LAKE SHORE DRIVE « CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60605-2486 - TELEPHONE 922-9410, AREA CODE 312



